Alvan Feinstein and the art of consulting: how to define a research question.
When thinking of a new study, the most important task is to define its goals and to choose a design to match those goals. Alvan Feinstein described how he went about consulting others on defining a research question in his book, "Clinical Epidemiology, the Architecture of Clinical Research." In this paper, the author reminisces about how he learned and tried to apply those principles.